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UNCLAS STATE 102883 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, BEXP, SF, US 

SUBJECT: HOUSE BANKING COMMITTEE ON EXIM 

REF: STATE 96523 

1 . ON APRIL 20, HOUSE BANKING COMMITTEE DEFERRED UNTIL 
APRIL 26 VOTE ON WHETHER OR NOT TO MAINTAIN TSONGAS 
AMENDMENT TO THE EXIM REAUTHORIZATION BILL. 

2. COMMITTEE REJECTED (38-6) AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY REP. 

KELLY WHICH WOULD PREVENT EXIM FROM DENYING FACILITIES 
TO SOUTH AFRICA AS LONG AS FACILITIES ARE EXTENDED TO ANY 
COMMUNIST COUNTRY. DURING DEBATE OVER AMENDMENT THERE WAS 
HEADED EXCHANGE DURING WHICH KELLY STATED THAT STEVE 
BIKO'S DEATH MIGHT HAVE REPRESENTED PROGRESS IN SOUTH 
AFRICA. 
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3. REP. BROWN INTRODUCED AMENDMENT THAT WOULD STRIKE 
TSONGAS AMENDMENT, ARGUING THAT WHILE HE OPPOSED APARTHEID, 
TSONGAS AMENDMENT WOULD BE EFFECTIVE IN PUNISHIHG OR CO- 
ERSING SOUTH AFRICA, SINCE SOUTH AFRICA COULD OBTAIN 
ANY PRODUCT FROM OTHER SUPPLIERS. HE ALSO ARGUED THAT 
SUCH A RESTRUCTION WAS INAPPROPRIATE SINCE SOUTH AFRICA WAS 
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ASSISTING U.S. IN SETTLING THE RHODESIAN PROBLE;. CHAIRMAN 

REUSS ANNOUNCED HIS INTENTION TO OPPOSE THE BROWN AMENDMENT 
BECAUSE THE U.S. SHOULD NOT BE FACILITATING EXPORTS TO 
SOUTH AFRICA WHEN THERE HAS BEEN NO PROGRESS TOWARD 
MAJORITY RULE. HE THEN ADJOURNED THE HEARING. COMMITTEE 
IS EXPECTED TO DEFEAT BROWN AMENDMENT WHEN IT RECONVENES 
ON APRIL 26, AT WHICH POINT REP. HYDE MAY INTRODUCE OTHER 
AMENDMENTS WHICH WOULD CUT-OFF EXIM ACTIVITY IN ADDITIONAL 
COUNTRIES THAT ARE REPORTED ;UMAN RIGHTS VIOLATORS. 

4. LOBBYIST FOR SOUTH AFRICA FROM THE DEKIEFFER LAW FIRM 
WERE AT THE HEARINGS AND APPEARED TO BE ASSISTING BROWN 
AND KELLY. CHRISTOPHER 
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